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and Wafer,1 for a year or so  before the publication   f
the first volume of the former's  book,   made no sec
of their  views   regarding   the   policy  of   establishing a
great colonial   empire   in   Central   and   South America
Their theories and reports, coupled with the sensational
accounts of the success of many a pirate and  privateer
between   1686 and   1696,   had  attracted  the  attention of
a   far-sighted   Scottish   financier,   WILLIAM   PATERSON
Paterson   had   already   conceived   the   idea  of founding
a great Chartered  Company,  like  that which ruled the
English East Indies, which should secure a monopoly Of
Scottish (if not British) trade with Central America, and
perhaps  parts  of West Africa.    William Paterson, who
had already founded the Bank of England, was a native
of Dumfriesshire, where he was born in 1658.    It is con-
jectured that when he was about seventeen he was obliged
to leave Scotland owing to  his  being  involved in the
religious troubles of the Covenanters, and that he took '
refuge with a kinswoman at Bristol.    From this place he
drifted by degrees to the West   Indies, and is even said
to   have   been   in   the   service   of  the   buccaneers.   He
certainly resided in Jamaica, and there apparently made
the acquaintance of both William  Dampier and Lionel
Wafer, and from Wafer derived much of his information
about the Darien district*    Having made a small fortune
in the West Indies, he returned to England, and thence
travelled in Holland and Germany,    He sought to interest
the Great Elector of Brandenburg- in a commercial scheme

Wafer had parted company with Dampicr in 168,;, and hod followed
Davis's fortunes instead of Swan's, He settled for a time in New England, but got
into trouble there over questions of piracy. He reached London about 1695 aqt
spent the last ten years of his life there. Like Uampfe r, he gained little or nothing
from his splendid adventures, except the power of writing a capital book, which m
him some favour from the Duke of Mariborough. He died at the age
forty-four.